
14 Unique Things to Do in Glendale, 

CA: A Blend of Fun, Food, and Culture 

Glendale, CA, may be just outside the bustling streets of Los Angeles, but this city is brimming 

with hidden gems and unique things to experience that cater to all tastes. Whether you’re 

thinking about buying a home in Glendale, CA, or renting a house or have your eyes on an 

apartment in the city, you’ll soon discover there’s plenty of unique things to do in Glendale, CA.  

From comedy nights and cultural explorations to delicious food and scenic adventures, here’s a 

guide to some of the city’s must-visit spots, blending fun, relaxation, and community vibes. 

1. Laugh out loud at Flappers Comedy Club 
If you’re in the mood for some laughs, head to Flappers Comedy Club. Located in nearby 

Downtown Burbank, this 1920's-themed venue celebrates the repeal of Prohibition with top-

notch comedic performances from the likes of Jay Leno, Bill Burr, Whitney Cummings, and 

Arsenio Hall. Enjoy a full speakeasy restaurant and bar menu while catching a show seven 

nights a week. It’s a place where humor meets history, providing the perfect setting for a fun 

night out with friends or loved ones. Discovering the unique things here makes for an 

unforgettable experience. 

2. Savor New York-style pizza at Slice House 
For pizza lovers, Slice House in Burbank is a must-visit. Known for its authentic New York-style 

pizza, this spot also offers unique things like Sicilian and Detroit-style pies, all crafted by 

renowned pizza maker Tony Gemignani. In addition to pizza, Slice House features tasty lunch 

specials that pair slices with salads and drinks. With plenty of TVs showing sports games and a 

daily happy hour serving craft beer and wine, it’s the perfect place to enjoy great food and 

community vibes, whether you're dining in, picking up, or ordering for delivery. 

3. Sip on craft cocktails at The Famous Craft Bar 
For a laid-back bar experience without the pretense, visit The Famous Craft Bar in Glendale. 

Offering an elevated yet relaxed atmosphere, this local watering hole serves up craft cocktails, a 

curated selection of wines, and a variety of craft beers. It’s the perfect place to unwind, no 

matter your drink preference, and experience some of the unique things this bar has to offer. 

4. Enjoy classic dining at Foxy’s Restaurant 

Bonnie of Bonnie’s Pilates, a long-time fan of Glendale, says, “I've been dining at Foxy's 

Restaurant for 20 years. It's an iconic Glendale diner that’s been serving from-scratch favorites 

since 1964. With its funky Swiss Chalet architecture, it's a surprise that you can get some of the 

best Mexican food in LA County.” Whether you’re craving American or Mexican fare, Foxy’s is 

the perfect stop before or after a shopping trip at the Americana, located just across the street.  
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5. Cruise around with Ebird Express 

For a fun and unique way to explore Glendale, hop aboard the Ebird Express party bike. This 

lively excursion allows you and a group of friends to pedal through the city while enjoying drinks, 

music, and good company. The multi-rider bicycle, often referred to as a pedal pub, is a great 

option for parties, tours, or special events. And if pedaling sounds like too much work, don’t 

worry—the bike comes equipped with an assist motor to keep things rolling smoothly. It's one of 

the many unique things to do in Glendale. 

6. Visit Paperback Brewing for local brews 

For a lively community vibe and great craft brews, head over to Paperback Brewing in Glendale. 

Set inside an old airplane hangar, this brewery offers not just a unique setting but also an 

unforgettable experience. One highlight is the Wish You Were Beer Show, where locals and 

visitors gather to socialize over fresh craft beer in a laid-back, welcoming atmosphere. The 

friendly staff and fun events make Paperback Brewing a go-to spot for meeting neighbors and 

enjoying unique things in craft beer. 

7. Taste filipino flavors at Max’s Restaurant 

For a taste of the Philippines, visit Max's Restaurant in Glendale, just steps away from the 

Americana at Brand. Famous for its signature fried chicken recipe, this beloved restaurant has 

been serving up authentic Filipino flavors for nearly 80 years. Whether you're new to Filipino 

cuisine or a long-time fan, Max’s is the perfect place to experience warm hospitality and 

comforting dishes made with love. 

8. Experience fun and flavor at Brewyard Beer Company 

Brewyard Beer Company, Glendale’s first full-distribution brewery, offers a mix of Japanese and 

Filipino-inspired beers and seltzers. Located off San Fernando Road under the Western Avenue 

Bridge, Brewyard is more than just a place to grab a drink. It hosts a range of events, including 

trivia nights, karaoke, movie screenings, and Nite Markets, making it a go-to spot for 

entertainment and unique things in craft beer. 

9. Relax with an in-home massage from Tranquil 

\If you're looking for relaxation, consider an in-home massage from Tranquil in Glendale, 

offering extended hours for convenient scheduling. Whether you're winding down after a hike in 

the Verdugo Mountains or just need some time to relax, a little self-care will leave you feeling 

refreshed. 

10. Find romance at the Americana at Brand 

Published author Marcello Kline describes Glendale as a "fantastic and romantic city outside of 

Los Angeles" that inspired his debut novel, The Art Gallery. The city plays a key role in the 

http://ebirdexpress.com/
https://www.paperback.la/
http://wishyouwerebeershow.com/
http://maxsglendaleca.com/
http://brewyardbeercompany.com/
http://ifeeltranquil.com/
https://www.hikespeak.com/los-angeles/verdugo-mountains/
https://marcellokline.com/


characters' blossoming romance, with the Americana at Brand being a notable location. Though 

not a hidden gem, Kline shares that walking around the outdoor mall at night, with its light 

strands, cascading fountains, and background music, creates a romantic atmosphere. These 

unique features make it a perfect spot for a date. 

11. Refuel at Panini Kabob Grill 

Located in the Glendale Galleria Mall, Panini Kabob Grill is the perfect place to grab a delicious, 

freshly made meal after a long day of shopping. With a diverse menu that includes charbroiled 

kabobs, crispy paninis, refreshing salads, and creamy pasta dishes, this restaurant prides itself 

on using high-quality ingredients prepared from scratch. Whether you prefer to dine indoors or 

on their spacious patio, Panini Kabob Grill offers a welcoming environment to unwind and enjoy 

a hearty meal.  

12. Immerse yourself in Glendale’s art and history 

The art scene is one of the many things Glendale is known for, offering a variety of enriching 

experiences, from museums to live performances. For history buffs, the Martial Arts History 

Museum provides a fascinating look at martial arts traditions, while the Museum of Neon Art 

showcases eclectic and kinetic displays of historic signage. The city's beloved Alex Theater, a 

historic landmark dating back to 1925, regularly hosts live performances, including concerts, 

plays, and film screenings, making it a cultural hub for the community. For art lovers, the 

stunning Brand Library features rotating exhibitions of contemporary art, and the Forest Lawn 

Museum often presents thought-provoking traveling exhibitions, blending the past with modern 

creativity. These experiences highlight some of the unique things in Glendale's cultural 

landscape. 

13. Refresh and refuel at Da Juice Bar 

For a healthy, refreshing treat, head to Da Juice Bar on Brand Blvd. Offering a variety of options 

such as empanadas, acai bowls, smoothies, and freshly made juices, this local favorite is 

perfect for breakfast, lunch, or an afternoon snack. Whether you’re craving something light or a 

full meal, this spot r has a little something for everyone.  

14. Rejuvenate at Sense Spa 

For a truly unique experience, visit Sense Spa, Glendale’s first scalp management center. 

Combining traditional relaxation techniques with cutting-edge technology, Sense Spa focuses 

on improving scalp health through treatments like Japanese carbonated springs and advanced 

scalp care products. In addition to their scalp treatments, they also offer sound aromatherapy 

body spa services, providing a peaceful and rejuvenating experience for every guest. 

Unique Things to do in Glendale: Wrapping up 
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Glendale is a city that blends charm, culture, and community, offering a variety of unique things 

to see and do. From savoring diverse cuisines to exploring vibrant arts and entertainment 

scenes, there’s no shortage of hidden gems waiting to be discovered. Whether you're a local or 

just passing through, Glendale’s distinct offerings promise memorable experiences for 

everyone. 
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